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1. OBJECT OF THE CHALLENGE 

1.1 ACA Innovation Challenge is an initiative promoted by the Grupo ACA and aims to 

stimulate innovation in the construction sector. 

1.2 This is a competition aimed at students, researchers, entrepreneurs, visionaries, and 

leaders with ideas that contribute to improving the built and circular environment. 

1.3 The aim is to find out new technologies, with a major impact on the Grupo ACA's 

business areas and understand how they can be applied to the built environment, 

either during construction or throughout the life cycle of buildings and 

infrastructures. 

2. CHALLENGES AND AWARS 

There are three modalities and types of prizes to be awarded under the ACA Innovation 

Challenge, namely: 

1) ACA Innovation Student 

• Challenge: Presentation of procedural and constructive solutions based on 

emerging technologies with impact in the areas of construction (buildings, roads 

and infrastructures), proposing how these technologies can be applied to the 

built environment, either during construction or throughout the built life cycle. 

• Award: A monetary prize of €1,000 will be awarded to the most promising 

innovative or technological solution, or business proposal. In addition, the 

winner will receive a 9-month paid internship to develop innovation, research 

and development activities in a business ecosystem in order to enhance the 

winning idea. 

2) ACA Open Innovation 

• Challenge: Presentation of a business model or idea with economic viability 

that, through a new or emerging technology, allows cost reduction, increased 

efficiency, improved sustainability or quality in construction and throughout the 

built life cycle. 
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• Award: A prize will be awarded to the idea or business that is considered most 

promising. The winner will be awarded a €20,000 investment in their business 

or to set up a business to promote their idea. This may involve a commercial 

agreement between Grupo ACA and the winner to provide funding for the 

investment (acquisition or participation in the business), and the provision of 

space and/or equipment so that the winning idea can be developed and tested 

in real conditions. 

 

3) ACA Innovation Software 

• Challenge: Presentation of digital tools supported by new or emerging 

technologies (artificial intelligence, digital twin, data science, machine learning, 

etc.), that allow to speed up the decision making and the operation of the 

construction sector with reliable data. 

• Prize: A monetary prize of €5,000 will be awarded to the most promising idea or 

software development solution. The winner also can develop the software 

solution in a business ecosystem. 

3. CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION 

3.1 ACA Innovation Challenge is aimed at two main audiences of interest: 1) Academic 

and Scientific Community (mainly students and researchers); 2) Entrepreneurs and 

Visionaries (individual entrepreneurs, start-ups, micro and small enterprises). 

3.2 Candidates who are of legal age (18 years from April 30, 2023) may participate in the 

competition. Candidates shortlisted for the final stage of the competition may be 

asked to provide proof of age in the form of a citizen's card or passport. 

3.3 The competition is open to candidates of any nationality and citizenship, provided 

they are fluent in Portuguese or English. 

3.4 Entrepreneurs and sole proprietors (self-employed) or with an incorporated 

company (sole proprietorship), as well as Start-ups (innovative early-stage 

companies with high growth potential) with innovative and scalable business models 

are considered eligible. 
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3.5 Also eligible are micro-enterprises (fewer than 10 people and annual turnover of up 

to EUR 2 million) and small enterprises (fewer than 50 people and annual turnover 

of up to EUR 10 million) operating in the competition areas. 

3.6 All business entities or associations, regardless of their size and/or area of activity, 

particularly entities and spin-offs with connections to business groups belonging to 

the Construction sector are considered ineligible. 

3.7 Proposals submitted by employees or contractors of ACA Engenharia e Construção 

or other companies of the ACA Group are also ineligible. 

3.8 Candidates must demonstrate that the idea and/or project is innovative, feasible, 

and represents competitive advantages (economic, environmental, etc.) for the 

construction sector, with special emphasis on the areas listed above. 

4. APPLICATIONS 

4.1 Applications to the ACA Innovation Challenge must be submitted between 00:00h 

(GMT) on 13/10/2022 and 23:59h (GMT) on 28/02/2023. These dates may be 

changed at any time by the Innovation Department of the ACA Group, the promoter 

of the competition.  

4.2 Applications must be submitted, in Portuguese or English, using the official 

application form, available on the Grupo ACA website. As application elements, 

other relevant documents may also be sent, such as, for example, a pitch 

presentation or demonstration of the business idea; 

4.3 Applications to the different modalities of the competition are entirely free of charge 

and are not subject to any entry fee. 

4.4 Use of a false name, e-mail or address will result in disqualification of the application. 

Similarly, applications with information that is incorrectly filled out, misleading, or 

not applicable to the built environment, the construction industry or related fields 

will likewise be disqualified. 

4.5 Only one application, per modality, per person is allowed. If several applications are 

inadvertently submitted, the one with the most recent submission date will be 

considered, and the others will be disqualified. 
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4.6 Upon successful submission of the application form, the candidate should receive a 

confirmation email. If no confirmation is received within 24 hours from submission, 

the applicant should contact the Innovation Department using the contact page on 

the Grupo ACA website. 

4.7 All the deadlines will be strictly adhered to, and no exceptions will be made. 

5. EVALUATION AND SELECTION 

5.1 The selection process for the ACA Innovation Challenge awards will be carried out in 

three stages:  

Phase 1 - Evaluation and selection of applications1  

Phase 2 - Pitch and identification of the finalists 

Phase 3 - Awarding  

5.2 The winners of each modality of ACA Innovation Challenge will be determined by the 

respective jury. The decision of the jury will be final, no correspondence will be 

entered into, and there will be no change to complain about the final decision 

regarding the awarding. 

5.3 Awards are not transferable to any individual, entity, or company. 

5.4 The finalists and the winners will be published on the Grupo ACA website. 

5.5 In case the finalist cannot be contacted, or does not comply with these terms and 

conditions, the promoter of the competition reserves the right to select another 

finalist. 

6. DATA PROTECTION 

 
1 As candidaturas serão avaliadas e selecionadas tendo por base os seguintes critérios: 

  Weight 

Creativity and Innovation 1 - Fitting into the strategy 40% 

2 - Innovation level 

Accuracy and Presentation 3 - Idea writing 30% 

4 - Value creation 

Idea Feasibility 5 - Technological feasibility 30% 

6 - Resource needs 

7 - Finantial sustainability 

8 - Risk 
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6.1 Grupo ACA declares to know and apply the General Regulation on Personal Data 

Protection (RGPD) and other applicable national legislation, and undertakes to 

respect the obligations arising therefrom, about access to personal data provided in 

the application form or by email, in the context of this competition. 

6.2 The Privacy Notice tells you how the organization uses any personal information 

collected about ACA Innovation Challenge applicants. 

6.3 By participating in the ACA Innovation Challenge, the applicant agrees to participate 

in promotional activity. This includes, but is not limited to the name, information 

about their idea or business model, images and video footages captured during the 

ACA Innovation Challenge. 

6.4 Presentations made during the ACA Innovation Challenge may be recorded for 

evaluation and internal purposes. 

6.5 Due to the open nature of the competition, it is not possible to safeguard the 

commitment of non-disclosure by the jury or audience present at the award 

sessions. Accordingly, the ACA Innovation Challenge promoter cannot guarantee 

that other people will not access to the presented sessions but will make every effort 

to limit their distribution. 

6.6 If a candidate uses copyrighted materials and/or images of third parties in their 

presentations, they must obtain permission and permission from the authors in 

advance to use such material. Grupo ACA will not assume any liability in relation to 

this matter. 

6.7 If necessary, intellectual property of the awarded projects will be legally protected, 

and will be negotiated, shared, and assigned as agreed between Grupo ACA and 

respective authors. 

7. FINAL TERMS 

7.1 ACA Innovation Challenge is managed exclusively by the Grupo ACA, headquartered 

at Avenida dos Descobrimentos, Edifício Las Vegas 3, nº63, 4760-011, Vila Nova de 

Famalicão, Portugal. 
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7.2 This competition is regulated by the Portuguese law as applied to the scope of this 

competition. ACA Innovation Challenge is a skills contest, and it is not a game of 

chance, such as lottery, betting, or gambling.  

7.3 The promoter of ACA Innovation Challenge reserves the right to change the rules at 

any time, but they will be timely communicated and published. 

7.4 For legal purposes, the Portuguese version of the Regulation will prevail over the 

English version. 
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